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Objective 

This study was designed to track the progress of 37 out of 39 countries that are members of the Organization for 

Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Anti-Bribery Convention, an organization designed to deter 

companies from engaging in foreign bribery.  

Methods 

The report assesses the progress of 37 out of 39 countries signed up to the Convention, placing them in four 

enforcement categories: Active, Moderate, Little and No Enforcement.  These classifications are based mainly on 

how many “cases” have been brought which try to identify and punish instances of foreign bribery. “Cases” 

include criminal prosecutions, civil actions and judicial investigations.  

Key Findings 

Below is a table comprised of 37 OECD Convention countries categorized by level of enforcement along with the 

percentage of world exports each group dominates.  

 

 1 in 4 (27%) business executives believe bribery by a competitor resulted in direct costs to their business 

in the last 12 months. 

 The number of cases rose from 564 in 2010 to 708 in 2011—286 of which are still ongoing 

investigations.  

 More than 250 individuals and nearly 100 companies were sanctioned as a result of foreign policy 

bribery-related cases in OECD Convention countries by the end of 2011.  

 The United States shows the highest enforcement with 27 cases completed by the end of 2011. 

 Germany is the only other country that has completed more than 100 cases. 

 With 34 ongoing investigations, Canada joins Australia and Austria as the most improved enforcers. All 

three countries conducted their first major case in 2011. 



Conclusion 

Eighteen countries have little or no enforcement at all, having not yet brought any criminal charges for 

major cross-border corruption by companies. Together these countries represent 10 per cent of world exports. 

Only seven out of 37 countries are actively enforcing bribery law. Japan is the biggest economy to have brought 

less than 10 major cases. In another big exporter, France, there are concerns about the slow progress of cases 

initiated and the lack of deterrent sanctions.                                                                                                      

Government leaders must reject arguments that winning foreign orders during the recession justifies 

condoning foreign bribery. Engaging in bribery sets a dangerous precedent for companies and governments. It is 

difficult to undo the culture of extortion – getting business through back-handers is not sustainable. Proper 

enforcement of anti-bribery laws requires money and manpower. Despite the pressure to cut costs, 

governments must retain experienced people with adequate resources to help lead cases against corruption. 
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