
 

 

 

 

Center for International Students and Scholars 

 

Sample Form I-765 and 

Instructions 

A Guide for Students Applying for 12-

month OPT and the STEM Extension  

 

 

 Typed or NEATLY written in  

standard  blue or black ink 

 No white-out, scratch-outs, or stains 

 Review for errors before submitting 

 Don’t forget to include signed original 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check 1.a. for 

standard 12-

month OPT 

Check 1.c. if you 

are applying for 

the STEM 

extension 

 

 

Fill in your full 

legal name as 

listed on your 

passport. If you 

do not have a 

middle name, 

leave box blank 

 

Only complete 

this section if you 

have legally (or 

for other 

document 

purposes) used 

another name. 

Otherwise, leave 

blank 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

This is the 

address to 

which your EAD 

card and other 

documents will 

be mailed. 

Government 

mail cannot be 

forwarded. You 

may wish to list 

our office (as 

written here) 

This is the 

address where 

you physically 

reside 

Leave 

questions 8 

and 9 blank  

Check 

appropriate 

boxes 10 &11 

Answer if 

you 

answered 

“yes” to 

previous 

question 

If you don’t have 

an SSN, answer 

“yes” to request 

with EAD card 

Only 

answer if 

requesting 

SSN 

List all 

countries 

of legal 

citizenship 

Have you applied 

for OPT, or 

another form of 

work 

authorization 

using this form 

(not CPT)? 

Answer 

accordingly. If you 

answer “yes,” you  

should list your 

SSN in question 

13B , and then 

skip to question 

18A. If “no” 

answer questions 

14-17b 



 

 

 

 

Answer 

according to 

place of birth 

and date of 

birth 

I94 Number as listed 

online: 

https://i94.cbp.dhs.

gov/I94/ 

Include your 

passport 

number for 

21b. Leave 

21c blank, 

and then 

answer the 

rest of the 

questions 

regarding 

your passport 

and entry to 

the US 

(airport code) 

Answer “F-1 

Student” for 24, 

unless you 

changed your 

status from within 

the U.S. Question 

25 should read “F-

1 student” for all 

This is the number 

starting with “N” 

listed on your 

form I-20 

(c) (3) (B) for standard 

12 month OPT 

If you are applying for 

the STEM extension 

(only if applying after 

your 12 months of 

OPT) your eligibility 

category is: 

(c) (3) (C) 

Fill out boxes 28a-c if 

you are applying for 

the STEM Extension 

(meaning you are 

already on standard 

OPT). 28a should state 

degree plus CIP code as 

appears next to major 

on I-20 (e.g. M.S./B.S. 

52.1399). 28b should 

be company’s official 

name and 28c should 

list company’s E-verify 

(NOT EIN  #) 

 

Leave 

blank  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Check box 1a. 

If you have a 

legal 

representative 

preparing this 

for you, 

answer 

question 2 

accordingly. 

Otherwise, 

leave 1b and 2 

blank 

 

Include your 

U.S. contact 

information  

 

SIGN IN BLUE 

INK, and DATE 

Signature 

should be 

within box 

 

Leave blank 

 



 

 

 

[Grab your reader’s attention with a 

great quote from the document or 

use this space to emphasize a key 

point. To place this text box 

anywhere on the page, just drag it.] 

ONLY COMPLETE THIS PAGE IF 

SOMEONE IS HELPING YOUR 

PREPARE YOUR APPLICATION  



 

 

 

 

 

ONLY COMPLETE THIS PAGE IF 

SOMEONE IS HELPING YOUR 

PREPARE YOUR APPLICATION  



 

 

 

 

Use this 

section to 

fill out 

information 

about 

previous 

CPT and 

OPT, and 

previous 

SEVIS ID 

numbers. 

Follow the 

example 

format 

provided 

starting in 

section 3d. 

If you have 

multiple 

CPT/OPT 

periods, 

continue to 

4a using the 

same 

format 

Put any 

information 

that did not 

fit in 

original 

sections in 

this space 

(leave blank 

if nothing) 
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